
CONVERSATION CONNECTION    TOPIC: Travel  
 
 

WORD LIST 
 
1. traveler 
2. tour 
3. tourist 
4. journey 
5. leisure 
6. baggage 
7. backpacking 
8. souvenirs 
9. foreign 
 

 
EXPRESSIONS 
 
1. armchair traveler:  Remote from active involvement 

 
2. travel abroad:  To take a trip out of one’s own country 

 
3. travel light:  Take little baggage 

 
4. off the beaten track:  On an unusual route or in an unknown area 

 
5. round trip:  A journey to a given place and back again, usually over the 

same route; also a ticket for such a trip 
 
 

REDUCTIONS 
 
 ‘Cause - because 
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CONVERSATION CONNECTION    TOPIC: Travel  
CONVERSATION STARTERS – Group discussion questions  

TOPIC 1 – Preferences 

1. Do you prefer active or relaxing holidays? Why?  
2. Which is better, package tour or a tour you organize and book 

yourself?  
3. Do you like to travel with children? Why or why not?  
4. Do you like to travel with your mother? Why or why not?  
5. Do you prefer summer vacations or winter vacations? 
6. Do you prefer hot countries or cool countries when you go on holiday? 
7. Do you prefer to travel alone or in a group? Why?  
8. Do you prefer to travel by train, bus, plane or ship?  
9. Do you prefer traveling by car or by plane?  
10. Do you prefer traveling on a hovercraft or a ferry?  
11. Would you prefer to stay at a hotel/motel or camp while on vacation?  
12. Would you rather visit another country or travel within your own 

country?  
13. Would you rather go to a place where there are a lot of people or to a 

place where there are few people?  
14. What is the best kind of vacation for different ages of people? i.e. 

Children, teenagers, adults, elderly people  
15. Do you think it is a good idea to travel with friends, or alone? How 

about with your family?  
16. Do you find more fulfillment from your leisure activities including 

vacations than from your job?  
17. Do you prefer a budget or first class hotel? Why?  
18. Do you travel with a lot of baggage or do you like to travel light?  
19. What is your favorite method of travel at your destination? Train? 

Bus? Boat? Bicycle? Backpacking?  
20. When you are on a long car journey do you play games or sing songs to 

occupy your time?  What kind of games?  What songs? 
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TOPIC 2 – Memorable Trips 

1. What’s the best place you’ve been to in Florida?  Why? 
2. Have you ever been abroad?  
3. Where have you been?  
4. Describe the most interesting person you met on one of your travels.  
5. Describe your best trip.  
6. Describe your worst trip.  
7. Did your class in high school go on a trip together?  If so, where did 

you go? How long did you stay?  How did you get there? 
8. Have you ever been on an airplane? How many times? What airlines 

have you flown with? 
9. Have you ever been to a foreign country?  
10. Have you ever gotten lost while traveling? If so, tell about it.  
11. Have you ever hitchhiked? If so, how many times?  
12. Have you ever taken a package tour? 
13. How many countries have you been to? How many states?  
14. How many times have you traveled abroad?  
15. What are popular tourist destinations in your country? Have you been 

to any of them? Which would you recommend if you could only 
recommend one? Why? 

16. When you were a child did your family take a vacation every year?  If 
so, where did you go? 
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TOPIC 3 – Fantasy Trips 

1. If you traveled to Asia, what country would you visit?  Why? 
2. If you traveled to South America, what countries would you like to 

visit? Why? 
3. If you traveled to Africa, what country would you visit?  Why? 
4. If you could visit any island in the world, which island would you visit?  

Why? 
5. If you went to ___(Insert a country name)__, what kind of souvenirs 

would you buy?  
6. If you were going on a camping trip for a week, what 10 things would 

you bring? Explain why.  
7. If you had $100,000, where would you go on holiday? How about if you 

had $10,000? What about $1,000?  
8. What are some countries that you would never visit? Why would you 

not visit them?  
9. What country do you most want to visit?  Why?  Do you think you will 

ever go there? 
10. What countries would you not like to visit? Why?  
11. Would you like to take a cruise? Where to? With whom? 
12.  If you could choose one place to go this weekend, where would it be? 

(in Florida) 
13. Are you planning on going anywhere for your next vacation? If so, 

where? Who with? How long will you stay? 
14. Do you consider yourself an armchair traveler?  What do you do that 

makes you an armchair traveler? 
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Leaving On a Jet Plane – John Denver 
 
All my bags are packed, I'm ready to go, I'm standing here outside your 
door,  
I hate to wake you up to say good-bye.  
But the dawn is breaking, it's early morn, the taxi's waiting He's blowing his 
horn. 
Already I'm so lonesome I could die.  
So kiss me and smile for me, tell me that you'll wait for me, hold me like 
you'll never let me go. 
'Cause I'm leaving on a jet plane, don't know when I'll be back again. Oh, 
babe, I hate to go.  
 
There's so many times I've let you down, so many times I've played around,  
I tell you now they don't mean a thing.  
Every place I go I'll think of you, every song I sing I'll sing for you,  
when I come back, I'll bring your wedding ring.  
So kiss me and smile for me, tell me that you'll wait for me, hold me like 
you'll never let me go.  
'Cause I'm leaving on a jet plane, don't know when I'll be back again. Oh, 
babe, I hate to go.  
 
Now the time has come to leave you, one more time let me kiss you,  
then close your eyes, I'll be on my way.  
Dream about the days to come when I won't have to leave alone,  
about the times I won't have to say:  
kiss me and smile for me, tell me that you'll wait for me, hold me like you'll 
never let me go.  
'Cause I'm leaving on a jet plane, don't know when I'll be back again. Oh, 
babe, I hate to go.  
I'm leaving on a jet plane; don't know when I'll be back again. Oh, babe, I 
hate to go. 
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